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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Elijah comes in to the Detroit Office with his caregiver, Seriena Tucker. Apparently, he has difficulties functioning because he does not wear his glasses. His caregiver states that he has glasses, but he does not wear them. He tends to have difficulty focusing and paying attention in the classroom. He has not had eye surgery. He has not had eye trauma. He is given over-the-counter allergy eye drops. He takes medicines for attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. Apparently, he is in the 3rd grade.
On examination, Elijah presents sleeping, but arousable. After he is awoken and told to focus, he quickly falls back to sleep. Examination is very difficult because he is falling sleep and not particularly cooperative. The best-corrected visual acuity is 20/25 on the right and 20/30 on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of
 +1.50 –3.75 x 015 on the right and +1.50 –4.00 x 170 on the left. The near acuity with and without glasses is 20/25 on each side at 14 inches. The pupils are equally reactive and round. The muscle balance shows a small left-sided exotropia. The muscle movements are smooth and full. The intraocular pressures measured 24 on each side with the i-Care tonometer. The anterior segments and fundi are unremarkable. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Visual field testing is attempted, but he is not cooperative and a formalized visual field test cannot be obtained. However, clinically he does not show a loss of peripheral vision. He is aware of stimuli in all four quadrants of his peripheral vision.
Assessment:
1. Astigmatism.
2. Amblyopia.
Elijah has good visual acuity and does not show evidence of visual field loss. However, he does have a high level of astigmatism and is at risk of losing vision from amblyopia if he does not wear his glasses. With proper spectacle correction and regular care, his prognosis is good.
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Based upon today’s findings, he should be able to perform the visual tasks required in the classroom. He can read small print, distinguish between small objects, use a computer, and avoid hazards in his environment. Of course, his sleepiness is a major factor in his functioning, but is not related to his ocular status.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH

Ophthalmology, MI LIC# 4301077700, Exp: 01-22-2024

NPI 1033104773

